PROVIDENCE BAPTIST CHURCH MEMBER’S STATEMENT OF FAITH

The following statement of faith is a shorter version of our Elder’s Statement of Faith and all who
are covenanted members are required to fully affirm it.

The Scriptures

The Holy Bible, consisting of the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 books of the
New Testament, was written by men divinely inspired and is God's revelation of Himself to
man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its
end, and truth, without any mixture of error (in the original manuscripts), for its matter.
Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God
judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true center of
Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and
religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the
focus of divine revelation.

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140;
Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46;
John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17;
Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21.

The Triune God

There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal
Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in
holiness and all other perfections. God is all powerful and all knowing; and His perfect
knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and future, including the future decisions of
His free creatures. To Him we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. The eternal
triune God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal
attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being.

Acts 17:11; Deut 4:39, Deut 6:4, Mk 12:29; Exod 15:11, Is 6:3, Ps 147:5; Psalm 42:2; Jer
23:23, John 14:23; Ps 18:30; Rev 19:6; Heb 4:13, Ps 147:5, Job 37:16; John 4:24; Ps 90:2;
Gen 1:26, 3:22, 11:6-7, Mt 3:16-17, 28:19, Heb 9:14; John 20:17; Titus 2:13, Jn 1:1-3,14; Acts
5:3-4; Lk 3:21-22, Jn 14:16-17, Heb 9:14; Jn17:21-23, Gen 1:26; Gen 1:26, Mt 3:16-17, Heb
9:14, Rev 22:1,3,17; Jn 14:16-17; Rom 8:9-11; Psalm 96:8.

A. God the Father

God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of
the stream of human history according to the purposes of His grace. He is all powerful, all
knowing, all loving, and all wise. God is Father in truth to those who become children of God
through faith in Jesus Christ. He is fatherly in His attitude toward all men.
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Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.; 20:1ff.; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6;
1 Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew
6:9ff.; 7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans
8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17;
Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7.

B. God the Son

Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God,
taking upon Himself human nature with its demands and necessities and identifying Himself
completely with mankind yet without sin. He honored the divine law by His personal
obedience, and in His substitutionary death on the cross He made provision for the
redemption of His people from sin. He was raised from the dead with a glorified body and
appeared to His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion. He
ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where He is the One
Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose Person is effected the reconciliation between God
and man. He will return in power and glory to judge the world and to consummate His
redemptive mission. He now dwells in all believers as the living and ever-present Lord.

Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 53:1-12; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17;
8:29; 11:27; 14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70;
24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22;
20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34;
10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians 4:4-5;
Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians
4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-
28;12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation
1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16.

C. God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy men of old to write the
Scriptures. Through illumination He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He
convicts men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. He calls men to the Savior, and
effects regeneration. At the moment of regeneration He baptizes every believer into the
Body of Christ. He cultivates Christian character, comforts believers, and bestows the
spiritual gifts by which they serve God through His church. He seals the believer unto the
day of final redemption. His presence in the Christian is the guarantee that God will bring
the believer into the fullness of the stature of Christ. He enlightens and empowers the
believer and the church in worship, evangelism, and service.
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VI.

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32;
Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12;
24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55;
8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1 Corinthians 2:10-
14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1
Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7;
Revelation 1:10; 22:17.

The Fall of Man

God originally created Man in His own image, and free from sin; but, through the
temptation of Satan, he transgressed the command of God, and fell from his original
holiness and righteousness; whereby his posterity inherit a nature corrupt and wholly
opposed to God and His law, are under condemnation, and as soon as they are capable of
moral action, become actual transgressors.

Genesis 1:27, 3:4-7; Gen. 6:5; Romans 1:18-20; 3:10-18; 5:12-21; Romans 8:6-8; Ephesians
2:1-3; Titus 3:3

Regeneration

Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God’s free grace whereby sinners become new
creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart, wrought by the Holy Spirit, to which the
sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In this work
the Holy Spirit gives life to those who are dead in trespasses and sins enlightening their
minds spiritually and savingly to understand the Word of God, and renewing their whole
nature, so that they love and practice holiness.

John 3:1-8; Romans 8:30; 2 Cor. 5:17; John 16:8-11; Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1:3

Repentance

Repentance is an evangelical grace, wherein a person being by the Holy Spirit, made
sensible of the manifold evil of his sin, humbles himself for it, with godly sorrow,
detestation of it, and self-abhorrence, with a purpose and endeavor to walk before God so
as to please Him in all things.

Mark 1:15; Acts 20:21; 2 Corinthians 7:9

Faith

Saving faith is the belief, on God’s authority, of whatsoever is revealed in His Word
concerning Christ; accepting and resting upon Him alone for justification and eternal life. It
is wrought in the heart by the Holy Spirit, and is accompanied by all other saving graces, and
leads to a life of holiness.
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VII.

VIII.

John 1:12, 3:16; 3:36; 5:24; Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians 2:8-9

Justification

Justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal of sinners, who believe in Christ, from all sin,
through the satisfaction that Christ has made; not for anything wrought in them or done by
them; but on account of the obedience and satisfaction of Christ, they receiving and resting
on Him and His righteousness by faith alone.

Rom. 3:23-24; Rom. 5:1-2; 18, 19; 2 Cor. 5:21

Adoption

For the sake of His only Son, Jesus Christ, God has been pleased to make all justified persons
sharers in the grace of adoption, by means of which they are numbered with, and enjoy the
liberties and privileges of children of God.

John 1:12; Eph. 1:5; Romans 8:15, 16; 1 John 3:1

Sanctification

Sanctification is the process by which according to the will of God, we are made partakers of
his holiness; that it is a progressive work; that it is begun in regeneration; and that it is
carried on in the hearts of believers by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, the Sealer
and Comforter, in the continual use of the appointed means especially the Word of God, the
fellowship of the saints, self-examination, self-denial, watchfulness, and prayer.

| Thess. 4:3; | Thess. 5:23; 1l Cor. 7:1; Il Cor. 13:10; Phil. 3:12-16; | John 2:29; Rom. 8:5;
Eph. 1:4; Pro. 4:18; Il Cor. 3:18; Heb. 6:1; Il Peter 1:5-8; John 3:6; Phil. 1:9-11; Eph.
1:13-14; Phil. 2:12-13; Eph. 4:11-12; | Peter 2:2; Il Peter 3:18; Hebrews 3:13; 10:24-25; ||
Cor. 13:5; Luke 11:35; Luke 9:23; Matt. 26:41; Eph.6:18; Eph.4:3

The Church

Universal

The Lord Jesus is the head of the universal Church, which includes of all of the redeemed of
all the ages; believers from every tribe, and tongue, and people and nation. All power for
the ordering and governing of the church is invested supremely in Christ.

Col. 1:18; Mt. 16:18; 18:15-18; Rev. 5:9; 7:9;

Local
A visible or local church of Christ is a congregation of baptized believers, associated by
covenant in the faith and fellowship of the Gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ;
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Xl.

XIl.

governed by His laws; and exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His
word; that its only scriptural officers are Elders (Overseers or Pastors) and Deacons, whose
qualifications, claims, and duties are primarily defined in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus.

Phil. 1:1; Acts 14:23; 1 Tim. 3:1-15; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Pet. 5:1-4.

Cooperation

Though autonomous from external authorities, local churches can best promote the cause
of Jesus Christ by cooperating with one another. Partnerships should be encouraged in a
spirit of unity. Partnerships (whether official or unofficial) should be by the mutual will of
the churches on a voluntary independent basis.

Eph. 4:3-4; Col. 4:16, Phil. 4:21-22, Acts 15; Romans 16:25-26, Phil. 4:15.

Church Ordinances

Baptism

Baptism is an ordinance of the Lord Jesus, obligatory upon every believer, wherein he is
immersed in water in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, as a sign
of his fellowship with the death and resurrection of Christ, of remission of sins, and of giving
himself up to God, to live and walk in newness of life. Being a church ordinance, itis a
prerequisite to church membership and its privileges.

Matthew 3:13-17; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 3:23; Acts 2:41; 8:38-39; Acts
22:16; Rom. 6:3-5; 1 Cor. 1:13; Col. 2:12; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5

The Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance of Jesus Christ, to be administered with the elements of
bread and the fruit of the vine, and to be observed by His churches till the end of the world.
It is in no sense a sacrifice, but is designed to commemorate His death, to confirm the faith
and other graces of Christians, and to be a bond, pledge and renewal of their communion
with Him, and of their church fellowship.

Mt. 26:26-27; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 22:19-20; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; 11:23-26

Last Things

The bodies of men after death return to dust, but their spirits return immediately to God-
the righteous to rest with Him; the wicked, to be reserved under darkness to the judgment.
God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end.
According to His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in glory to the earth;
the dead will be raised; and Christ will judge all men in righteousness. The unrighteous will
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Xill.

XIv.

be consigned to Hell, the place of everlasting punishment. The righteous in their resurrected
and glorified bodies will receive their reward and will dwell forever in Heaven with the Lord.

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38;
9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31;
Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21;
Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy
6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28;
3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13.

Evangelism & Missions

It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord Jesus
Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all nations. The new birth of man's spirit by God's
Holy Spirit means the birth of love for others. Missionary effort on the part of all rests thus
upon a spiritual necessity of the regenerate life, and is expressly and repeatedly
commanded in the teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ has commanded the preaching
of the gospel to all nations. It is the duty of every child of God to seek constantly to win the
lost to Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle, and by other methods in
harmony with the gospel of Christ.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-43;
16:19; 22:9-10; 24:14; 28:18-20; Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 15:7-8,16; 17:15;
20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; 8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 3:1-11; 1
Thessalonians 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 2:1-3; 11:39-12:2; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation
22:17.

Religious Liberty

God alone is Lord of the conscience; and He has left it free from the doctrines and
commandments of men, which are in anything contrary to His word, or not contained in it.
The Civil Government is of Divine appointment, for the interests and good order of human
society; government authorities are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored, and obeyed;
except only in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the
conscience, and the Prince of the kings of the earth.

Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans 6:1-2;

13:1-7; Galatians 5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter 2:12-17,;
3:11-17; 4:12-19.
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